THE   EXILE-WORLD   OF  LONDON

But Leicester Square was only the home of the rant
and file, the followers and the understrappers of Conti-
nental conspiracy. The exiles whom people in London
cared most to see did not find their home in the streets
and alleys and courts that ran off Leicester Square. The
exiles who have made part of history lived in Kensing-
ton, in Brompton, in Hampstead, in the Regent's Park,
and a select few had their abodes in Mayfair. Anyone
may see to this day a plaque let into a house in King
Street, St. James's, to record the fact that in that build-
ing once lived as an exile the Prince Louis Napoleon
who was afterwards, for some twenty showy resplendent
years, Emperor of the French. I knew the house very-
well at a later period; but the residence there of Louis
Napoleon was before my time in London. The late Earl
of Mayo, then Lord Naas, lived there for a while; and
it was through a slight acquaintance with him that
I came to know of the house in King Street. When
I saw Louis Napoleon in London he was at the zenith of
his career, and was the central figure of more than one
great state ceremonial and piece of public pageantry.

One exile whom I knew intimately for years was
the late Louis Blanc, who, after the Revolution which
made Louis Napoleon President of the French Repub-
lic, found a home and a shelter in England. He lived
in a small house in the St. John's Wood region; and he
worked for his living. He wrote books and essays and
gave popular lectures. Louis Blanc never during his
long stay in England took any part in foreign conspira-
cies. He interpreted with a singularly scrupulous
integrity the loyal duty which he owed to the people
who had given him shelter. He made it the rule of his
life to have nothing to do with any cabals or plots which
might involve England in trouble with any of her Con-
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